Golden Goa

tion. On most days of the week a sale of slaves was here taking
place. They stood so that you could examine them at your leisure,
the dealers drawing attention to the points of their physique and
detailing their skill in arts and crafts. 'You see there very pretty
and elegant girls and women from all countries in India/ writes
Pyrard. 'Most of them can play upon instruments, embroider,
sew very finely, and do all kinds of work, such as making sweet-
meats, preserves, etcetera.3 In spite of their accomplishments they
were very cheap, thirty shillings being the average price.

These slaves were docile. Not only did they do all the work of
the house for then* Portuguese owner, but they helped to support
hJTrt, in some cases seem to have wholly supported him. They were
trained to engage in retail trade on his behalf, selling in the
bazaar the fruit and vegetables raised in his garden, or weaving,
dyeing, and tailoring materials, from the sale of which a steady
income was derived. The female slaves might become his concu-
bines. Pyrard says negresses imported from. Africa, 'wondrously
black with curly hair', were the favourites in this respect. A grand
lady might also make money by letting out her slaves as prosti-
tutes. A certain class of Portuguese and Eurasians specialized in
kidnapping for this rn.ar.ket young people resident in the Indian
states. The slave population in Goa was very great. For Latins the
city was a paradise, a lotus-eating island of the blest, where you
could sit on your veranda listening to music as the breeze blew in
from the sea, with humble folk within call to minister to your
every wish. No wonder it was called Golden Goa.

Pride, idleness, luxury, and vice had so demoralized the Portu-
guese that Pyrard, though he tried hard to accommodate himself,
found them intolerable. CI cannot tell all the affronts, insults, and
ill-usage I suffered there,* he says. c If they had believed that I so
much as thought of recording anything about them, they would
never have allowed me to return. I have but little of a high spirit,
yet did I lead them to believe that I had much less for fear of
giving them a bad opinion of me.*
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A VISIT TO THE VICEROY
Pyrard's testimony is very valuable because it is not that of a mere
traveller. Having lived for two years among the lower classes
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